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The funneling metaphor is helpful as we turn our attention to specific data 
sources and survey instruments that are commonly used to study VMIR. Each source 
examines a different level in the funnel. Self-report surveys (Level I) are mail, 
phone, or face-to-face surveys of the general public concerning VMIR. Self-report 
surveys can be perpetration surveys or victimization surveys. Adult partners, for 
example, can be asked whether they have hit their partner (perpetration), or whether 
their partner has hit them (victim). Parents can be asked whether they have hit their 
children (perpetration), or whether they were hit as children (victim). There are 
many unavoidable methodological problems associated with perpetration and vic-
timization surveys. First, the concepts that we study (e.g., “maltreatment,” “sexual 
abuse,” “rape,” “intimate violence”) must be operationalized (i.e., transformed into an 
actual question). Second, adults who are asked to recall childhood victimization may 
have memory lapses and distortions. One of the most contentious debates about 
child sexual abuse, for example, is the question of whether adults can recover previ-
ously repressed memories of childhood victimization. Some question the accuracy 
of these recovered memories, suggesting that false memories are easily constructed 
(e.g., see Patihis, Ho, Tingen, Lilienfeld, & Loftus, 2014). Third, and equally pro
blematic, victims who are currently in abusive relationships may be afraid to answer 
honestly, especially if they are still living with the abuser. Another issue is that 
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